Defective Verbs

(uastal JLasir)

The verbs that necessarily cause dammah to their subjects and fathah to their
predicates are known as ‘Defective Verbs’. Because they function as ¢Kdoes, they are

also called as ‘the sisters of ,«’.

Some of them with their used forms, are given below:

G9S/5S/EsSa/EE @
By 10/ yums/ So @
Blool/puai/mual  ®
e/ (gued sual @
sl i el
Is/dlay/d e
Ggn/lug/oly @
S RUI

San ¥/iai L @
J¥/dnel/di L @
s iy ¥/ gl @

and its other forms .« o

ol @
L ®
[ J

oY e

All of above verbs give the meaning of ‘to become at some particular time’, e.g. zuoi
Lasse Jakdi(The child fell ill in the morning.) But it doesn’t mean that they are not used
for the meaning of ‘becoming without any fixed time’, e.g. “4uiis slewd! cxoi(The sky

became cloudy.). In some cases, OSmeans ‘to be for a long time’ especially when it is
used for the Almighty Allah such as s, 13522 <l oiS(Allah is ever forgiving and merciful.)
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Letters that Give Fathah to the Subject
(Jastly agaal agyati)

There are some letters in Arabic, which come before the nominal sentence causing
fathah to the subject and leaving the predicate as it is. In this case the subject is called
as their noun and the predicate as their predicate. These letters work as the verbs do, so
they are called ‘the letters that resemble the verb’ (Jaall aziwell ag,t). These are a total

of five letters excluding i which is another shape of &|. Their details are given below:

(1) &2 It means ‘verily’. It will be same as written here when it comes:

(a) In the beginning of the sentence, e.g. ig=s JWatl G| (Verily, the student is
labourious).

(b) After reporting speech, e.g. Zuy Sl=ie¥! &) plasdl J (The teacher said that the
examination was near.)

(c) After ¥ (for attention), e.g. PORPS Jiga ¥ 4l <ol &) ¥i (See, there is no fear for those
who are near to Allah.)

(d) When it comes in the beginning of a narrative case, e.g. i s slac¥l S3)b (I
pushed the enemies away while | was alone.)

(e) It will be in both the conditions, i.e. accusative and genitive (&) and &i) when it
comes after 4 that prefixed to the reply, after 13} of sudden case, and after .~ and
3, €.8. maiy 4l8/4ild paiwy (e (The one who is stable will be successful.), 13) Gile <t
Seols i/ (I thought him absent but he suddenly appeared.), s 41/4| cas bl (1
stayed where he was staying.) and p.as 4i/4) 3| twsi (I stayed while he was also

staying.) except that the predicate will be hidden in accusative case.
Note: Here it may be noted that:

(a) Sometimes, 1 is applied to its predicate, noun that followes the predicate and the
pronouns that are in nominative case, to put emphasis upon them, e.g. &Lui¥!l &)
s A (Verily, the man is in the mere loss.) and fxud oldl e &) (Verily, some
speech undoubtedly resembles magic.)

(b) Its predicate will come before its noun when the predicate is followed by
preposition or it is an adverb, e.8. sz @ds dI &l (Verily, they have to return to

Delhi.)
(c) And when the situation is so as stated in (b) and its noun is a common noun, the
predicate will necessarily come in the beginning and the noun has to follow the



predicate, e.g8. fu yuall g & (Verily, there is richness after poverty.)

(d) When (| becomes the subject of a verb, object, agent of the subject or followed
by preposition, it will be &i with fathah, e.g. iz=s i Siru (It pleases me that you
are hard-working.), z>b ol & 4asi (I hope that the student will pass the
examination.), & axddl & 5B (It was thought that the result would be good.)
and &y ©a¥1 G § &a ¥ (No doubt that the respect is necessary.)

(2) &is: It means ‘as if’ and causes fathah to its noun like other letters of its group
leaving the predicate as it is, e.8. 13> %u,d &Ll (1S (As if the destination is very near.)
(3) s3: It means ‘but’ and works as the other letters of its group do, e.g. Sty Zuyd dslall

Hdsle Sl (The Resurrection Day is near but the man is careless.)

(4) 4at: It means ‘perhaps’ and follows the other letters of its group in action, e.g. a!

Lsle pladdl (Perhaps the teacher is absent.)

(5) &t It means ‘would that” and works as the other letters of its group do, e.g. 1a; &

z>L (Would that Zayd could have been successful.)

When Sukiin is applied to their Terminal Letters: In some conditions their terminal
letter becomes sakin except &t which is free from this condition. There some changes

OCcCur:

(a) &1t When &) becomes & its effect may appear or may not do, e.g. sl 1aala & (Verily,
Shahid is present.) and %l Jals ) (Verily, Shahid is present.) except that when 1 is
applied to the predicate, it will be in nominative case, e.g. ¢l>lud glia & (Verily,
these are two magicians.).

Note: After applying sukdn, a verb or a noun may be used but the verb must be 3«

and its sisters, ;s and its sisters and 3 and its sisters, e.g. ‘_,m,d &as &) (Verily, you
were about to destroy me.) and w3l ood <lilss &) (We think you are among the liers.)
(b) &1 and &is: When 4i and i€ become i and (IS the sentence may be nominal or verbal
except that their noun will be a hidden third person singular pronoun, e.g. ealsss 3515
eedlall &y 4 desd! of (And their last prayer will be that all thanks be to Allah the
Cherisher of the worlds.) and w1y &as o SIS 1amas Laldaxs - (--- so We finished it as if

there was nothing yesterday.)
(c) &sd: If 583 becomes ;3 its noun will not be in accusative case but it will be always in

nominative case, €.8. islels sLag¥l oS3 oS (¥l (Though friends are many, the



faithful among them are very less.)
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